
The Heart of the Law

Read: Deuteronomy 5:23-6:3

Main Idea: The heart of God's law reminds us that true obedience reveals a relationship 
that is defined by genuine love rather than mere compliance with rules.

Key Verses: “Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all 
my commandments, that it might go well with them and with their children forever!” 
(5:29 ESV)

Key Principles:
• God’s awesome presence calls us to honor Him with reverent obedience, reflecting 

our love for Him.
• True obedience aligns our hearts with God’s will, flowing from awe and trust in His 

unique greatness.
• Loving God with our whole being fulfills His law and brings His blessings into our lives.
• Obedience rooted in love ensures a legacy of faith for future generations.
• God’s commands are a gracious gift, guiding us to life and prosperity in His promised 

rest. 
• Our response to God’s voice shapes our covenant relationship, drawing us closer 

through faithful obedience.

Discussion:
1. The people trembled at God’s voice from the darkness and fire (5:24-26). How does 

encountering God’s holiness stir us to love Him more deeply, not just fear Him?
2. What does it look like today to honor God by trusting His Word through His 

messengers? How can we know that we can trust what our leaders are saying?
3. How can a balance of awe and love shape our worship and daily choices? What 

would that look like in church? What about an average day? 
4. How do we actively serve God with our minds (learning) and lives (doing) His will?
5. What practical steps can we take to keep God’s commands central in our routines 

and families? Do you read Scripture and pray together as a family? Why?
6. How have you seen God’s generosity flow from loving obedience, even if not always 

materially?

Prayer:
• Focus on renewing hearts to love and obey God’s Word as an anchor for life.
• Pray:

- For awe at God’s holiness to deepen our love and reverence.
- For strength to align our minds and lives with His commands.
- For His blessings to flow through us to others as we reflect His love.



The Heart of the Law 
Deuteronomy 5:23-6:3


I. Show your love through obedience. 5:23-27 

	 1.	 Recognize God’s holiness.	 	 	 5:23-26


	 2.	 Respond to God with honor.		 	 5:27


II. Align your heart through obedience. 5:28-31 

	 1.	 Worship God with fear and reverence.	 5:28-29


	 2.	 Serve God with your mind and life.		 5:30-31


III. Reflect God’s love through obedience. 5:32-6:3 

1.	 Observe His precepts.		 	 	 5:32-6:2


	 2.	 Look for His blessings.		 	 	 6:3


NEXT WEEK:

The Truth About Love 
Deuteronomy 6:4-15



