
Impartiality: No Favoritism in Christ

Read: James 2:1-9

Main idea: Christ calls us to a radical love that transcends societal divides, empowering 
us to build a united community that reflects God’s heart for all people.

Key Verses: "If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are 
committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.” (2:8-9 ESV)

Key Principles:
• We should be so captivated by the glory of Christ that favoritism is a foreign concept 

to us.
• Christ-followers are called to reflect God’s impartial love, treating all people with 

dignity and respect.
• Favoritism contradicts the gospel by elevating worldly status over spiritual worth.
• Loving our neighbor as ourselves fulfills God’s royal law.
• Mercy triumphs over judgment, and we are to extend the same grace that we have 

received in Christ.
• In Christ, all distinctions of race, class, and background are secondary to our identity 

as God’s children.
• A heart that follows Christ will seek to treat others with fairness, compassion, and 

grace (Micah 6:8)

Discussion:
1. What does James mean when he says that partiality is incompatible with a Christian 

conscience? How do verses 5-7 illustrate that God has a different perspective?
2. What are some ways that favoritism can manifest in churches or Christian 

communities today? Why do you think that happens?
3. What are some ways you have shown favoritism, maybe even unintentionally, to 

those in your circle of influence? Have you seen favoritism affect you negatively?
4. Why do you think James calls love the "royal law"? How does this shape the way we 

treat others?
5. How can we actively demonstrate God’s impartial love in our relationships, 

workplaces, and communities?
6. Why do you think we are prone to judgement first instead of showing mercy to 

others? Why do you think God offers us mercy first before judgment?

Prayer:
• Focus having hearts that reflect God’s impartial love in all relationships. 
• Pray:

- That God would reveal areas where favoritism may exist in our lives and church.
- For God’s strength to love and serve others without distinction for any reason.
- For opportunities to be a witness of Christ’s love by treating all people with dignity.



Impartiality: No Favoritism in Christ 
James 2:1-9


I. Partiality is incompatible with a Christian conscience. 2:1-4 

	 1.	 Look through the eyes of Jesus.	 	 	 	 2:1


	 2.	 Look through the exterior of a person.	 	 	 2:2-3


	 3.	 Look through your own evil motives.	 	 	 2:4


II. Partiality is insensitive to God’s calling. 2:5-7 

	 1.	 Don’t dishonor those that God honors.	 	 	 2:5-6


	 2.	 Don’t honor those that God dishonors.	 	 	 2:7 


III. Partiality is inconsistent with Scripture’s commands. 2:8-11 

1.	 Love others indiscriminately.		 	 	 	 2:8-9


	 2.	 Obey the law completely.	 	 	 	 	 2:10-11


NEXT WEEK:

Relevance: Meeting People Where They Are 

1 Corinthians 9:19-23


